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Dear SHANA members:

This month we are rolling out the Stanford Anesthesiology milestones put forth by the Accreditation Council for
Graduate Medical Education (ACGME). The purpose of this communication is to share with you the ACGME
milestones that the Stanford Head and Neck Anesthesia/Advanced Airway Management Program has developed
for a dedicated Head and Neck (H&N) anesthesia subspecialty residency rotation.

Let me briefly elaborate on the joint ACGME/The American Board of Anesthesiology (ABA) The
Anesthesiology Milestone Project, which is in compliance with the new, ACGME Next Accreditation System

(NAS).1  The key element of the NAS is the measurement and reporting of the educational outcomes through the
educational milestones (25 total) incorporated into the following 6 core clinical competencies (the number of
milestones for each competency is listed in parenthesis):

1.    Medical knowledge (1)
2.    Patient care and technical skills (10)
3.    Interpersonal communication (3)
4.    Systems-based practice (2)
5.    Professionalism (5)
6.    Practice-based learning and improvement (4)

The nature of the NAS dictates that the educational outcomes shall be standardized for each specialty, and
therefore we have diligently reviewed and updated our H&N anesthesia rotation curriculum to produce the
milestone-specific evaluation. In addition, each rotation milestone will be assessed according to the performance
level achieved, as defined by ACGME/ABA:

Level 1: The resident demonstrates milestones expected of a resident who has completed one post-graduate
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year of education in either an integrated anesthesiology program or another preliminary education year prior to
entering the CA1 year in anesthesiology.
Level 2: The resident demonstrates milestones expected of a resident in anesthesiology residency prior to
significant experience in the subspecialties of anesthesiology.
Level 3: The resident demonstrates milestones expected of a resident after having experience in the
subspecialties of anesthesiology.
Level 4: The resident substantially fulfills the milestones expected of an anesthesiology residency, and is ready
to transition to independent practice. This level is designed as the graduation target.
Level 5: The resident has advanced beyond performance targets defined for residency, and is demonstrating
“aspirational” goals, which might describe the performance of someone who has been in practice for several
years. It is expected that only a few exceptional residents will reach this level for selected milestones.

At Stanford, a one-month long H&N Anesthesia/Advanced Airway rotation is reserved for the 2nd (CA-2) and 3rd

year (CA-3) residents, and we accommodate 2 residents a month. We expect that our CA-2s will typically
demonstrate Level 3 milestones, while the CA-3s should be able to perform at Level 4, especially later during the
year, indicating the readiness for independent practice.

I hope that you will find our rotation milestones comprehensive, and useful for your academic practice. Please
feel free to use the attached document for developing your own milestones, with the special reference to Stanford
H&N Anesthesia and Advanced Airway Management Program.

We are also looking forward to your comments, to further incorporate all the useful suggestions into our
curriculum.

 

As always, it is a work in progress!
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